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Electricity Is Our Hired Hand
“Electricity is our hired hand” 
were the words in 1962 of 
Howard and Lorraine Fick.  
Their daughter, Barbara, 
remembers fondly the day 
when she, her sister, Susie 
and parents were interviewed 
and photographed for the 
August edition of the High-
line Hi-Lites.  The family was proud to be interviewed on how 
important People’s Cooperative Services electricity was for 
their home and 160-acre dairy farm in rural Lake City.  

In that issue of the Highline Hi-Lites Mr. Fick talked about 
how electricity helped make his farming operation more 
efficient.  It eliminated long hours of labor and the need of 
extra hired help.  “In the morning or evening I can have the 
silo unloader and auger running to feed the livestock, pump 
water and milk cows all at one time”, stated Mr. Fick.  “I cer-
tainly would not want to be without electricity”, he concluded.

The 1960’s represented a time of change in many aspects 
of our world and one very 
important contribution to posi-
tive change was the continuing 
evolution of electricity.  We wit-
nessed the first computer video 
game, Spacewar!, invention in 
1962 and the first ATM opened 
in London in 1967, both of 

which we cannot imagine our lives without today.  
Electricity helps make these possible.

Electricity may have been first discovered in 1752 
by Benjamin Franklin, but since then, the battery, the 
production of an electrical current, the light bulb and 
so many other aspects of electricity have helped us 
into the year 2011.  As People’s Cooperative Servic-
es celebrates our 75th year, we would like to again 
thank all our members past and present.  At least for 
one member, if not many, the memories of electrical 
evolution are not far behind any of us.
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Correction
The graph from the January newsletter didn’t print cor-
rectly, below is the correct graph.

One of the cooperative principles is 
Democratic Member Control.  

Cooperatives are democratic organizations controlled by 
their members, who actively participate in setting policies 
and making decisions.  The elected representatives 
are accountable to the membership.  In primary 
cooperatives, members have equal voting rights or are 
otherwise organized in a democratic manner.

In the past few years you have likely noticed that “energy” 
has become a national focus.  Issues like conservation and 
efficient use of energy have been long-term focuses for your 
cooperative, but they have taken on a new look now that 
they have become national issues.  In addition, increased 
use of renewable energy is now a state mandate and likely 
to be a Federal mandate in the near future.  The cost of 
power continues to increase partially due to new clean air 
requirements enacted at the national level.  

That national focus has caused us to look at our local 
environment too and make changes in the way we do 
business.  One way your Board of Directors has decided to 
address these issues is by obtaining more member feedback 
--- to help insure that the actions they take reflect your desires.  
I applaud our Board of Directors for taking these steps.  

In 2008, we held one District Meeting to “test the waters” 
--- to gage member interest in these kinds of informational 
meetings.  We have discussed issues like rates, cap and 
trade, investment in our electrical system, outages, power 
costs, etc.  In 2009, we held six district meetings.  Then 
in 2010, we dropped back to four district meetings in an 
attempt to reduce expenses and we have scheduled another 
four meetings in 2011.  We have had anywhere from 25 to 
75 members participate in these meetings.  All members are 
welcome to attend these meetings and ask questions.  

In 2010, our Board took another step and implemented a 
Member Advisory Committee.  This committee includes three 
representatives from each of our seven districts.  Each director 
asks three members to participate.  We use this committee 
just as the name implies --- as an advisory committee to our 
Board.  We bring one or two important issues to this group of 
members and ask for their feedback.  Most recently we asked 
for feedback on rate philosophy and our member newsletter.  
We have gotten excellent participation and great ideas and 
suggestions from this group.  

Another member group that has been functioning for 
many years is our Nominating Committee.  This is a group 
of members who volunteer to help find candidates for 
our Board of Directors.  In the districts where the Board 
member’s term is up for election, members voluntarily go 
out and seek candidates for the Board.  This group does an 

exceptional job of finding 
qualified people to run 
because they understand the 
importance of this job.  

Lastly, we invite you, our 
members to two other events 
each year.  The first is our 
Annual Meeting which is 
coming up soon --- on April 
14 --- and the second is 
our Member Appreciation 
Event.  At both of these 
events, we showcase the 
programs we provide to 
you such as our rebate and 
incentive programs, safety 
information, conservation 
and energy efficient ideas, etc.  We also listen to your 
concerns and suggestions.  

One more way that you can participate in your cooperative 
is by voting for your directors.  In March, you will receive 
a ballot in the mail.  Three director-districts are up for 
election.  Regardless of which district you live in, you can 
vote for the people you want to represent you.  Please take 
a few minutes to vote and mail your ballot back to the 
Cooperative.  

We are a cooperative.  You own this utility and you can 
make a difference!  And, if you are so inclined, please take 
a minute to thank your directors for asking for your input.

By the time you are reading this newsletter, it will be close to 
the end of February.  Spring is just around the corner!  Yes!
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2011 Director Elections 
Nominating committee selects candidates

The nominating committee met on February 3 to review 
and select candidates for the 2011 director elections.  

The following members were chosen by the committee:

TERM	 DISTRICT	 CANDIDATES
Three years 	 3	 Robert Hoefs, Incumbent		
		  John Carson, Nominee	

Three years	 5	 John Nintemann, Incumbent		
	 `	 Dale Fleming, Nominee		
		  Jerome Wooner, Nominee

Three years	 7	 Sharon Hart, Incumbent 
		  Jeff Orth, Nominee

Biographies of all the candidates will be included in the 
annual report which will be mailed to all members on 
March 18.

A member who wishes to run for an open director position, 
and was not nominated by the committee, may run by 
way of petition.  The petition requires fifteen or more 
signatures of members residing in the district from which the 
nomination is made.  The Cooperative office will verify all 
signatures. seventeen thousand and fifty four

For the purpose of mail ballots and publication in the March 
Annual Report, the petition must be received in the Cooperative 
office by 10:00 a.m. on Monday, February 28, 2011.

The petition form is available at online at www.peoplesrec.
com or by calling Teresa Whitcome, Director of Member 
and Employee Relations, at (507) 288-4004.

Mark your calendar! 
People’s Cooperative Services 

74th Annual Meeting April 14, 2011

Small Donations Add Up to a Helping Hand

For just a few cents a month, your donation to Opera-
tion Round Up® makes a real difference in the local 

community. Operation Round Up® has been a very suc-
cessful program since it was launched by People’s Coop-
erative Services in 2003. It raises approximately $75,000 
a year to support a variety of local charitable, education-
al, community and youth-related programs and events. 
There are two categories of recipients – organizations and 
individual PCS members facing personal hardships due to 
circumstances beyond their control.

The program rounds up your monthly electric bill to the 
nearest whole dollar amount. The difference becomes a 
tax-deductible donation, averaging about six dollars a 
year. This money is pooled into a fund that is held sepa-
rately from the PCS operating accounts and is adminis-
tered through its own Board of Trustees comprised of PCS 
member volunteers. 

At its most recent meeting, the Operation Round Up® 
Board of Trustees disbursed a total of $15,685. The 
awards were made to assist local charities, organizations, 
school districts and a volunteer fire department. 

Applications for funding are considered on a quarterly ba-
sis. To be considered for the next round of disbursements, 
applications must be made no later than March 20th. 
Program guidelines and applications for Operation Round 
Up® donations are available at www.peoplesrec.com or 

by calling People’s Coopera-
tive Services.

Thanks for your 
continued support of 
Operation Round Up®!

Every quarter we have more 
grant requests than funds. If you 
are a business or individual please consider making a one-
time donation to the Operation Round Up® program. 100% 
of your tax-deductible donation will go right back into the 
community. To give a one-time donation sends your check 
to:

Peoples Cooperative Services  
c/o Operation Round Up Trust Fund 

P.O. Box 339 
Rochester, MN 55903

Please place a note in the memo of the check:  
1x ORU Donation. 
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Old Refrigerators Eat Energy and Money

Does this sound familiar? You bought a new 
refrigerator and moved your old fridge to 

a garage or basement to keep a few drinks 
and some surplus food items cold. Here’s a tip 
from People’s Cooperative Services that can 
help you save energy and money. 

Old refrigerators, especially those bought before 1993, 
use more than twice as much electricity as a new ENERGY 
STAR model. What’s more, refrigerants in these older 
appliances weaken over time and door seals start to leak, 
causing a decline in the performance.

If you have moved your old refrigerator to an uninsulated 
location, such as a garage, it will use even more energy 
during hot weather. A fridge in a 90 degree environment, 
for example, uses nearly 50 percent more power than 
one in a 70 degree environment. And if the temperature 
falls below about 40 degrees in winter, the refrigerator’s 
thermostat may not run its cooling and defrost cycles for 
the appropriate amount of time. nineteen thousand three 
hundred and sixty

By pulling the plug on that old refrigerator, you can save 
$146 a year. For other tips on how to save energy—
and money—visit www.energysavers.gov or Touchstone 
Energy® Cooperatives energy-saving website,  
www.TogetherWeSave.com.

TOGE THERW E SAV E .COM

YOU’RE ONLY 
AS ENERGY 
EFFICIENT 
AS YOUR
OLDEST 
APPLIANCE.

I ’m sav ing  $146 a  year 

pu l l ing  the  p lug  on  my 

o ld  f r idge . Wha t  can you do? 

Find  out  how the  l i t t le 

changes add up a t 

TogetherWeSave.com.

OLMSTED SOIL & WATER  
CONSERVATION DISTRICT

ANNUAL TREE AND SHRUB 
TRANSPLANT SALE

Orders are now being accepted for 
Mid-April delivery.

Supplies are limited so order early.

Varieties include:  Arborvitae, Blackhills Spruce, 
Colorado Spruce, Norway Spruce, White Pine, Norway 
Pine, Maples, Oaks, Red Splendor Crab, Am Cranberry, 

Dogwood, Lilac and many more.

1485 Industrial Drive NW, Rochester MN 
(507) 280-2850 

www.olmstedswcd.org

Ninety percent of the energy it takes to wash clothes is 
used to heat water. If you wash in cold water, you could 
save $40 per year if you have an electric water heater 
and $30 annually if you have one powered by natural gas.

new ad coming 

When the lights go out, so do we

24-Hour Outage Number 
(507) 288-4004 
1-800-214-2694

• Call even if you think your neighbors  
have reported the outage.

• Leave one light on so you know  
when power has been restored.

• Have an emergency kit prepared.
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When purchasing appliances, HVAC, water heaters, lighting 
and other electric-powered items most consumers look at the 

features and then base their choice on the purchase price.  People’s 
Cooperative Services encourages you to take it a step further and see 
how much energy savings the product provides over the life of the 
product.

PCS’s 2011 rebates are geared to promote energy efficiency and 
conservation.  Below is a summary.  Full details are listed on the 
rebate forms which are available online at www.peoplesrec.com or by 
calling the Cooperative office at (507) 288-4004.  Be sure to read the 
rebate form carefully before making a purchase to ensure the product 
meets the rebate criteria.  Rebates are available on a first-come, first-
serve basis until funds are depleted.  

Energy Efficiency and Conservation 
The savings add up with 2011 rebates

ENERGY STAR® Appliance and Recycling Rebates*

Purchase an ENERGY STAR rated: Dehumidifier, refrigerator, room air conditioner, 

dishwasher or clothes washer $25/appliance

Recycle these appliances: Freezer, refrigerator and room air conditioner $25/appliance

Conservation*

Install faucet flow restrictors (1.5 GPW or less) $1/unit

Install low flow shower restrictors (2.5 GPW or less)  $5/unit

Install Energy Saving Power Strip/Smart Strip $5/unit

Central Air Conditioning & Heat Pumps*

Central air conditioning & mini-splits at 14-16 SEER or greater $40-$80/ton

Commercial AC and PTACS 11 EER or greater  $40/ton

Air-source heat pump at 14 SEER or greater; Commercial air-source heat pump & PTHPs at 11 

EER or greater $120/ton

Geothermal heat pump  $200/ton

Water Heaters*                                                                                                                                            

(85, 105 & 120 gallon water heaters must be controlled by co-op load control program)

85 - 90 gallon water heater with EF 0.90 or above $125/unit

100+ gallon water heater with EF 0.85 or above $200/unit

Heat pump water heater >= EF 2.0 - load control not required  $300/unit

Solar storage water heater w/electric backup  $300/unit

Lighting*

LED holiday lights (limit 12 per account) $2/string or décor item

Occupancy sensors  $5/switch

CFL  $1/lamp

60 watt CFL or greater  $5/lamp

Hard-wired ENERGY STAR CFL fixture $5/fixture

Cold cathode CFL  $2/lamp

T8 fixtures (retrofit only) $5/fixture

T5 fixtures $7.50/fixture

LED bulb or fixture (minimum 5 watts) $2/bulb or fixture

LED security light (minimum 30 watts) $15/fixture

Ceramic metal halide (replacement only) $15/fixture

Pulse start metal halide (replacement only) $15/fixture

HPS fixture (replacement only) $15/fixture

LED exit sign $5/sign

*This list provides summary information. Full details are listed on the rebate forms 

found online at www.peoplesrec.com or by calling the Cooperative at (507)288-

4004.  

Commercial 
& Agricultural 

Rebates

PCS also has rebates 
available for energy 

efficient equipment and 
custom rebates.  For 

more information view 
the rebate form at  

www.peoplesrec.com 
or call Tim Clawson at 

(507) 288-4004

*This list provides 
summary information. 
Full details are listed 
on the rebate forms 

found online at  
www.peoplesrec.

com or by calling the 
Cooperative at  

(507) 288-4004.
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A ‘Two-Pronged’ Approach to Home Electrical Safety

Consumers can depend on a pair of important safety 
devices to protect them from electrical hazards in the 

home: ground fault circuit interrupters (GFCIs) and arc fault 
circuit interrupters (AFCIs). Each device protects against 
different dangers: GFCIs address shock hazards while AFCIs 
fight fire hazards. 

Get Grounded!

According to the Electrical Safety Foundation International 
(ESFI), GFCIs have cut the number of home electrocutions 
by half.  By detecting ground faults an unintentional electric 
path between a source of current and a grounded surface; 
essentially, current leaking to the ground a GFCI protects 
you from severe or fatal electric shocks. It can also prevent 
some electrical fires.

If you have ever experienced an electric shock, it probably 
happened because part of your body contacted an electrical 
current and provided a path for the current to go to ground. 
If your body provides the path, you could be seriously in-
jured. three thousand five hundred and sixty six

GFCIs constantly monitor electricity moving through a cir-
cuit. If the current flow differs from that returning, the device 
quickly switches off power.

Fighting Fire

AFCIs, a relatively recent technology, help prevent home 
fires caused by arcing faults in damaged or deteriorated 
wires and cords. Home wiring problems, like sparking, are 
associated with more than 40,000 home fires each year, ac-
cording to the Consumer Product Safety Commission. These 
fires kill more than 350 and injure 1,400 victims annually.

Nominal arcs may happen in the brushes of a vacuum 
sweeper or light switch; dangerous arcs can occur in frayed 
cords. When unwanted arcing occurs, it generates high tem-
peratures that can ignite nearby combustibles such as wood, 
paper, and carpets.

Conventional circuit breakers only respond to overloads and 
short circuits. By the time a fuse or circuit cuts power to defuse 
these conditions, a fire may have already started. AFCIs use 
unique current-sensing circuitry to discriminate between normal 
and unwanted arcing conditions. In the event of an arcing 
fault, the AFCI shuts off electricity flowing through a circuit.

For more information on where to install GFCIs and AFCIs, 
visit www.cpsc.gov.

Sources: Electrical Safety Foundation International, Con-
sumer Protection Safety Commission

Olmsted County Energy Assistance
Community Services/Income Maintenance
•	 (507) 328-6500
•	 On Line: www.co.olmsted.mn.us and search for Energy 

Assistance 
•	 Application Request Line: (507) 328-6508

SEMCAC 
•	 Dodge County - Kasson - (507) 634-4350
•	 Fillmore County - Preston - (507) 765-2761
•	 Mower County - Austin - (507) 433-5889
•	 Winona County - Rushford - (507) 864-7515 	 	

	 	             Toll Free (800) 944-3281

Three Rivers Community Action, Inc. 
	 Zumbrota (507) 732-7391
	 Toll Free (800) 277-8418

Rochester Salvation Army - (507) 288-3663
		     Toll Free (888) 999-1567

Problems paying your electric bill? 

Energy assistance may be available!

Contact the energy assistance in your area to make an 
appointment. You will need documentation of your 
income and a copy of your heating and electric bill.

Do Not wait until your receive a disconnect no-
tice, contact your area energy assistance early.
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People’s Cooperative Services existing headquarters and 
adjacent land on Highway 14 East, Rochester is listed

“For Sale”. 

New Headquarters and Oronoco 
Crossing development

The Cooperative is also promoting the 
development of Oronoco Crossings - a 36 
acre Commerical/Industrial development 
adjacent to the new headquarters location 
in Oronoco. 

Contact Hamilton Real Estate, Inc. 
Mac Hamilton (507) 281-1002

Rendering of new People’s Cooperative Services building.

Update – New Headquarters 
The building construction project is on 
schedule and we are planning to move 
into our new headquarters building next 
January (2012).  As we move closer to 
the start of construction we have been 
busy finalizing the details.  Following is a 
summary of what we have been working 
on this month.

The Building Committee met on January 
26 to review the final details required for 
the bidding process. The project will be 
open for bid from February 15 to March 
3.  Our architectural firm, ADG, will 
manage the overall process and Knutson 
Construction, our general contractor, will 
coordinate the construction project. We 
will review the bids and make the final 

approval before the bids are awarded.

The plans and specifications for the wastewater treatment facility were 
sent to area contractors on February 7. Bids will open for this project 
on February 22 and installation will be completed this summer. Addi-
tionally, we expect the extension of Lake Shady Drive (Frontage Road) 
connecting the west Frontage Road to 100th Street (County 12) to be 
completed by MNDOT this spring.

Electric
co-op logo

Wish you knew when your sump 
pump wasn’t keeping up? Wish you 
had known that your sump pump 
quit before seeing water all over your 
fl oor? A Heartland Security system 
with a water sensor can alert the ho-
meowner when water levels get to a 
pre-determined level.

If you think security systems are just 
to keep burglars out, think again. 
Heartland systems fi tted with special 
sensors can help detect smoke, wa-
ter and temperature changes within 
your home. Furthermore, Heartland 
systems do more than just sound the 

*Certain restrictions apply. May not 
be combined with any other offers.

Basement or swimming pool?

SUMP PUMP FAILURE!

Sign up for a
Heartland Security 

System by March 31 
and receive a free H20
sensor ($120 value)!*

alarm. They automatically notify the 
authorities in the event of an emer-
gency. They can also be customized 
to fi t a multitude of applications, in-
cluding livestock, surveillance, medi-
cal and more. Call 1-888-264-6380 
with questions or visit www.heart-
landss.com for more information.
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People’s Cooperative Services
Your Touchstone Energy® Cooperative
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New year, new legislation, new chance to get it right

Cooperative staff working to protect 
your best interests

Government relations staff at Dairyland Power Cooperative, 
People’s Cooperative Services wholesale power supplier, have 
been busy meeting a host of new legislators since the Novem-
ber elections. “The turnover in elected officials in Wisconsin in 
particular is dramatic. We have been meeting with new rep-
resentatives and senators to establish good communication 
between our offices and educate them on utility cooperative 
issues,” said Brian Rude, Dairyland Vice President of External 
and Member Relations. 

Since the beginning of the new legislative session in Janu-
ary, Dairyland staff also have all eyes on Washington, as an 
array of regulations potentially impacting utility operations 
are being discussed in Congress. Although the current politi-
cal climate could be challenging, Dairyland is hoping for a 
spirit of cooperation from elected representatives and the 
Administration, especially in regard to establishing practical, 
comprehensive regulatory reform. “As Dairyland plans for 
power supply for years to come, it is essential that we have 
regulatory certainty so we can allocate funds, time and effort 
efficiently and effectively in all our operations,” said Brian.

Therefore, People’s Cooperative Services and Dairyland 
are aligning with the National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association (NRECA) on an initiative to work with members 
of Congress and the Administration on streamlined rule-
making that protects the environment while ensuring you still 
receive the reliable and affordable supply of electricity you 
need. A host of pending EPA regulations are under review, 
and the NRECA is hoping a comprehensive reform can 
occur to make sense of these unfolding and often compet-
ing regulations. “It is important to have a unified coopera-
tive voice on regulatory issues. By working closely with our 
statewide cooperative organizations and the NRECA, we 
can craft and communicate messages together to greater 
effect,” said Brian.

Following are the major issues at play:

1) U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) rules. The 
climate change bill debated in Congress for the past two 
years did not pass. However, EPA has replaced that propos-
al with a variety of other proposed regulations including:

•	Clean Air Transport Rule (CATR): This EPA rule aims 
to cap power plant emissions of sulfur dioxide and nitro-
gen oxides in 31 states, including Wisconsin, Minnesota 
and Iowa. CATR will potentially cost utilities billions of 
dollars to comply. 

•	Coal ash recycling. The EPA has proposed new 
regulations for coal combustion residuals (CCRs) that, 

if implemented, would severely hamper Dairyland’s abil-
ity to recycle the fly ash created at its coal-fired power 
plants. This is a major environmental and economic 
issue, as Dairyland beneficially recycles most of its coal 
fly ash (a CCR) therefore avoiding the need to landfill 
the material. Notably, the State of Wisconsin, where all 
Dairyland’s coal-fired power plants are sited, already 
has very stringent regulation of CCR recycling and dis-
posal. In fact, Wisconsin is considered a national model 
for its fly ash recycling efforts.  

•	Greenhouse gas rulemaking. Much uncertainty exists 
in the arena of regulating greenhouse gas emissions. 
Because of our commitment to the environment and the 
clear public concern over greenhouse gases, Dairyland 
pledges to work with elected officials to develop fair, 
comprehensive policies to address this issue.  

	 Addressing greenhouse gas emissions is a complex chal-
lenge. There is no “silver bullet” technology that can be 
adapted to retrofit existing power plants to reduce or 
eliminate CO2 emissions. Reducing our carbon footprint 
will require the adoption of a number of strategies in the 
short term, and the development of new technology in the 
longer term.  

	 “Legislation should be national in scope. State by state 
policies will not adequately address the greenhouse gas 
issue. Cohesive federal legislation that covers all sectors 
of the industry and not just electric utilities is essential if 
America is serious about changing carbon loading in our 
atmosphere,” said Brian.    

2) RUS funding. Cooperative utilities like Dairyland secure 
loans for core business operations through the Rural Utili-
ties Service (RUS), which is part of the United States De-
partment of Agriculture. Cooperatives are concerned that 
the new majority in the House of Representatives will make 
cuts in RUS funding. Dairyland governmental relations 
staff are meeting with legislators to help them understand 
the critical importance of RUS loans, and demonstrate 
that we repay our debts. 

3) Nuclear. It is anticipated that the moratorium on build-
ing nuclear power plants in Wisconsin will be lifted in 
2011. Minnesota also has a nuclear moratorium, which 
is expected to be lifted by the state legislature; however, 
it remains to be seen whether Minnesota Gov. Dayton 
vetoes the initiative. Dairyland and People’s Cooperative 
Services have been in support of lifting the moratoriums 
as it is important to keep this clean, carbon free form of 
energy as an option for energy supply.

	 On a side note, the Minnesota legislature is also expected 
to lift the moratorium that restricts building new coal-
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continued. . . New year, new legislation, new chance to get it right

fired power plants in Minnesota, or importing generation 
from new coal-fired power plants built elsewhere. Again, 
whether Gov. Dayton will veto that move is unknown. 

	 Nationally, there is some hope that the Administration 
and reconfigured Congress may breathe renewed life into 
Yucca Mountain, the proposed long-term spent nuclear 
fuel repository in Nevada. Under the terms of the Nuclear 
Waste Policy Act of 1982, the repository was originally 
supposed to be opened by the federal government by 
1998. Decades of research and billions of dollars have 
been poured into site study, which continues to be delayed 
for political reasons. 

4) Rail. Dairyland continues to focus on rail delivery and 
reform issues in regard to the transportation of coal by 
rail to power plants. Dairyland plants typically consume 
about 3 to 3.5 million tons of coal each year to produce 
electricity for its members, including People’s Cooperative 
Services. Coal is delivered to Dairyland power plants by 
either barge or rail. 

The cost of both rail and barge transportation has risen 
sharply in the past five years. The cost increases are driven 
by rising diesel fuel costs as well as expenses incurred by 
rail and barge lines to replace older railroad and barge 
equipment. However, Dairyland also believes a lack of 
competition has contributed significantly to rate increases, 
especially in rail rates. This is why Dairyland remains very 
active in seeking legislative changes and regulatory reform 
that would increase competition, or require regulators to 
scrutinize rail rate increases more closely where competition 
does not exist. Dairyland will lobby for a more level play-
ing field before the Surface Transportation Board regarding 
cost and service to “captive shippers” like Dairyland. 

In sum, Dairyland and People’s Cooperative Services will 
continue to survey state and federal legislative proposals 
via three important angles—impact on the environment, 
impact on system reliability and impact on affordability—for 
the benefit of the cooperative membership. six thousand six 
hundred and six

1) Dairyland has also committed its support for 
energy technology research through organizations 
such as the Cooperative Research Network and 
the Electric Power Research Institute (EPRI). A 
methodology developed by EPRI represents a 
fundamentally sound approach to developing all 
of the aspects necessary to meet this challenge 
of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, including 
enhanced energy efficiency, expanded renewable 
resources, new nuclear generation, advanced coal 
generation, development of carbon capture and 
storage, expansion of hybrid vehicles and new 
technologies of distributed generation.

2)	The cooperative energy sector has historically had 
a strong reliance on coal-fired power, especially in 
the Midwest, due to the fact it is a plentiful, reliable 
and affordable domestic fuel source. Additionally, 
in decades past the federal government strongly 
encouraged the building of coal generation in the 
United States as part of a strategy to reduce our 
dependence on foreign oil. For instance, in the 
1970s during the Carter Administration, federal 
policy was highly favorable towards coal. Not 
coincidentally, many coal-fired power plants were 
approved and constructed during that general time 
period. 

•	While today we may have a different view of the 
total impact of coal-based power, we must also 
understand that we are living with past decisions 
made by cooperative leaders in good faith 
and we cannot overnight alter those decisions. 
Because of this fact, carbon legislation, if not 
fairly crafted, could cause devastating impacts on 
members whose utilities have relied heavily on 
coal. one hundred and thirty one

Greenhouse Gas 

Proudly serving you
These PCS employees and directors were recently honored for 
their years of service milestones at the PCS annual employee 
recognition breakfast.  

• Leo Lentz, District 6 Director, 15 years 
• Jeff Allen, Director of Operations, 20 years 
• Shane Lacey, Lineworker, 15 years 
• David Long, Staking/Field Engineer, 5 years 
• Travis Gasser, Member Services Representative, new employee

Also recognized for their 
service on the coop-
erative’s safety committee 
were Nicky Strain, Engi-
neering and Operations 
Assistant and Rich Kendall, 
Lineworker.  They each 
served a two year term on 
the committee.
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SPOT YOUR NUMBER

Each month we hide five account numbers within the pages of the 
Highline Hi-Lites. If you find your account number, call the office at 
(507) 288-4004 by the last day of the current month and you will receive a $30 credit 
on your electric bill.

Frank Twohey found his account number in the January issue. Account numbers not 
found: Darrel Anderson, Elizabeth Busicchia, Darren Schmidt and Frederick Thieke. 

Our apologies, there were only 4 account numbers hidden in the November issue of the 
Highline Hi-Lites. The fifth number was omitted when an article that was scheduled to run 
in the newsletter was replaced with a different article.

Animals & Pets
Large square bales 3x3x 7 ½’ Oat 
Hay.  1,100 lbs.  $43.  208-1590
Alfalfa / grass hay.  Small Rounds.  
273-7310
Large round orchard grass hay.  
Stored inside.  Net or twine 
wrapped.  Can deliver.  545-2402
Aussie Doodle pups! Smart, non-
shedding, great family dogs. Black 
pups $450, others $550.  534-3311
11-yr old chestnut Gelding, 15 
hands.  6-yr old black Gelding. 
Round bales, cornstalks, net 
wrapped $15.  365-8862
First crop net-wrapped round 
hay bales.  Leave message at 
867-3829.
Angus black Simmental bulls.  
Good disposition, yearlings, 2-yr 
olds.  Low birth weights, high 
growth, EPDs.  259-8784.
Round hay bales, small square 
bales hay and straw.  367-2473.
German Shepherd purebred 
p u p p i e s !   M o t h e r  g r e a t 
temperament.  Sable color, Father 
#1 champion.  867-3068.
Pomeranian purebred pups!  
Females.  Orange sables, home 
raise, fr iendly.  Shots UTD, 
wormed. $250.  273-9420.
Small square bales, no rain, easy 
loading.  $3/bale.  273-4263.
AKC Boxer  pupp ies !   Fu l l 
registration, all shots up to date.  
$700.  533-6146.
Horse for lease. 5 yr, quiet 
gorgeous paint gelding. Boarding, 
in/outdoor arenas, trails, included. 
536-3852	
Small sq. bales horse hay & straw, 
delivery $3; 10CC stainless syringe 
$5; 3/4 HP electric motor $65. 754-
5437.	
Ear corn for wildlife.  call 533-8382.
Round Hay Bales, 10 inch pony 
saddle like new. 867-4966.
Rd bales grass $30; alfalfa $40; 
cornstalks $25; straw $25.  Delivery 
available locally.  251-1857.
Hay, small square bales at $2.25 
each.  923-6266.

Farm Equipment
Buzz saw, 3-point mount.  PTO 
Drive works good on small tractor.  
$200.  365-8041

1983 Ford F-350 spray tank truck 
(700 gallon tank) for lawn care 
service.  208-2778.
Air compressor 3 HP, upright, 
80-gallon tank, $375.   Fourteen foot 
Bobcat trailer, $2,495. 288-4793.
Bale throw rack, 3 yrs. old, treated 
lumber w/ Gehl running gear $450; 
poly hex calf huts $195. 754-5437.
John Deere 3010 gas tractor, 2400 
hrs, all original tires, narrow front.  
Nice!  (651) 565-4261.
Hesston round baler, new idea 
2-row corn picker, John Deere 
1209 Haybine H&S hay rake.  
282-3634.
Two hay feed wagons, brand new, 
only need one, you choose.  20’ 
and 24’.  732-7860 or 259-2938.

For Rent
Byron 3 BR home.  Wooden floors, 
fireplace,  fenced backyard, single 
garage. $850/mo  +  utilities. 
Deposit required.  258-1200.
Upstairs for rent.  2-bedroom, bath, 
shared kitchen.  $300/mo. Plus ½ 
utilities.  271-3917.
One BR apartment, rural ZF-
Roch- South Troy area, LR, DR, 
kitchen, full-bath, fireplace, garage. 
259-9822

For Sale
2 ½ acre NW Rochester 5BR, 3 
Bath, natural gas, vinyl siding, 
new deck, 4-car garage  Horses 
ok!  $285,900.  288-7327.
1998 Schult Home. 3 BR, 2 
bath, den, laundry, sky lights, 
formal dining, 2000sq ft. Must be 
relocated 867-4794.	
5acre, 1 ½ story 3 BR, 1 bath large 
garage and pole shed, 10 mi east 
of Roch $254,900 jo7874053@
fmwildblue.com 259-3356.
Com Bldg, 20 East Main, Elgin, 
25X80, remodeled 1st f l r  & 
ext loading dock $45,000. Call 
5-930pm  288-6403.
Buildable lot, Pepin WI, city water/
sewer, $24,000.  12’ electric scissor 
lift. $1200.  (651) 565-0275.
1975 Harley Davidson snowmobile.  
Runs good, electric start.  Must 
See!  767-3017.
Tw o  o l d e r  s i n g l e  s t a g e 
snowblowers, $75 and $100.  Will 
repair snow blowers.  282-5921.

Bird’s eye Maple boards, like new.  
Tongue n groove.  26’x4’.  $500.  
250-0613.
CIH 900 Planter 12x30.  Early rise 
monitors VF.  Row cleaners $3000. 
374-2838.
Larson Windows/Siding:  siding, 
energy efficient windows & doors, 
and gutters. Since 1958. Free 
estimate. 288-7111.	
Myers 1/2 hp Jet Pump, Excellent 
condition, $518 new, sell for $175. 
367-4998.

Miscellaneous
Cosco Stepstool $10.  Three swivel 
padded bar stools $50.  Mulching 
gas blower $50.  288-4940.
Black Angus hamburger by the 
pound.  A&J Angus.  273-6859.
55 gallon steel barrels.  Excellent 
condition w/covers.  $10 ea. or 
three/$25.  421-0938.
Gas barrel on stand.  Large size. 
$150.  208-9502.
Wedding dress.  White sweetheart, 
strapless, size 18, some beading.  
$250 OBO.  Call for details.  272-0243.
Tanned Coyote pelts.  $65.  533-6118.
USDA inspected Buffalo Meat for 
sale. Ground, ribs and steaks.  
Dave 932-6839.	
Like new men's brown leather 
flyers jacket. Sz LT $45. 533-
8265.	
New Harry potter and Half Blood 
Prince DVD, full screen $10 or 
b/o. 545-2048.
Tony Little Gazelle "Sprintmaster"  
Rarely used. Low impact. Folds 
for easy storage. $150. 565-4369.
Star t rek  Next  Gen Kl ingon 
Disruptor pistol by Playmates. NIB 
$20. Other NIB StarTrek figures. 
775-6822.
Get a new wood, pellet or corn 
stove today! Pellets in stock. Call 
Dano's 282-7223.
Older John Wayne tapes, 30 
available, nice condition.  367-4928.

Household
Cast white porcelain bathtub.  
White vinyl siding.  Available 
Spring.  365-8190 or 254-9692.
Two horse blanket bars, $15 each.  
White lace curtains from Target, 
various sizes.  356-8061.

Pecan dining table with pads.   
Excellent shape, $300 OBO.  282-
4538.
Oak, 4-drawer file cabinet – old and 
refinished. $75.  374-2688.
Baldwin console piano.  Excellent 
condition.  Firm at $650.  288-1817.
Hospital bed with side rails, 
Invacare model # 5000.  Used 
very little.  $675 OBO.  529-1457.
4-yr. old add-on wood furnace.  
$500.  753-3280.
Book case wine rack.  Bike stand 
for exercising on bike.  Two small 
chests.  280-6959.
Pocket watches!  Westclox “Scotty” 
and  New Haven compensated, 
near mint.  $135 for both.  477-2156.
Oval kitchen table 42x53, 17inch 
leaf, 4 padded swivel chairs with 
rollers, Good condition $75 OBO. 
282-6540.	
Lightly used newer white oven 
with black ceramic cooktop. $250. 
534-3530.
1967 model 347 Singer sewing 
machine, baby blue w/ walnut 
color wood cabinet. $100 OBO. 
285-9453.
Ceramic Pottery Bisque:  ready to 
paint!  Lawn ornaments, dishes, 
kid’s items, etc. Country Ceramics 
534-9288.
2 glide rockers w/ foot stools, 
burgundy, DuPont stainmaster, like 
new! $500 OBO.  261-7234.

Land
2+ acre lots, walk out woods, 
natural gas, cable, well.  Near 
Rochester.  From $59,900.  Call 
289-3215.
2 ½ acres highway commercial 
property along Douglas Trail.  
Some buildings.  www.seephotos.
com/1010 .  Call 271-9898.
5 acres all wooded near new PCS 
location – 100th street and 60 Ave 
NW.  Trade:  $90,000.  273-3037.

Recreational
Mint 28 gauge O/U Mossberg Silver 
Reserve, 5 choke tubes, 6 boxes of 
shells. $400. 273-7953.	
2000 Springdale Trailer, 29 ft No 
slide. Queen front, bunkhouse w/ 
3 bunks. Good awning, AC/Furn 
work. 421-2962.

2006 DoubleD 3-Horse trailer with 
living area, no rust galvaneal electr 
sink,ac , shower, awning, $16,000 
67-3171.	
Beach, sun, golf. 5++ Star resort 
w/full kitchen. Sleeps 5.Cancun,PV 
or other locations. $800 wk. 288-
6047.	

Services
Stump grinding, call ANDSTAR, 
free estimate, insured, a BBB 
accredited business.  www.andstar.
com or call 259-6214.
Looking to buy or sell a home?  Call 
Bob Matthews at Coldwell Banker 
Burnet.  251-4422.
Doug’s handyman services.  
Landscaping clean up, pool, barns, 
painting, carpentry and more.  
271-3917.
A l te ra t ions !   Over  20  y rs . 
experience specializing in wedding 
/ formal wear.  Located near 
Douglas.  286-9277.
7+ yrs painting, sheetrock, taping, 
mudding.   Time/material or 
bid jobs.  High quality!  FREE 
estimates. 272-7273 or email 
joty0401@gmail.com.
Doug & Linda’s DJ/Karaoke.  
Weddings, graduations, indoor 
and outdoor parties.  Great Prices!  
281-3580.
Master Builder specializing in major 
remodeling, additions, kitchens!  
High quality, exceptional service.  
www.masterbuildersmn.com or 
call 282-2887.
Theel sandblasting – painting, 
body shop repair, steel/aluminum 
welding.  282-2887.
Bonnie’s travlin’ pet and small farm 
care when you’re away.  Details at 
www.abranch&pitel.net for flyer.  
356-8517.
Excavation:  basements, site 
preps, tree and brush clearing.  
Bobcat, dozer, backhoe work.  
DeCook Excavating.  208-2068.
Horse boarding!  Our 18th year.  
Indoor/outdoor arenas, trails, 
quality care.  $185 and up.  www.
rivernorthstables.com or 867-3661.
Septic tank pumping design 
installation, backhoe.  Bruce 
Bucknell Construction.  533-8830.
Sexton’s Drywall.  We finish jobs 
you’ve started:  hanging, taping, 
sprayed ceilings, addition and 
houses.  251-3001 or 533-4150.
Roemer tile and floor coverings.  
Residential and commercial.  Call 
for FREE estimate.  933-0646 in 
Wabasha.
Horse Boarding:  Indoor/Outdoor 
arenas, box stal ls, tack rm, 
pastures, shelters, round pen.  
Nice facility. 273-9699.	
Horse Boarding SE Rochester. 
Quality Care, Pastures, shelters, 
bxstalls, in/out arenas, roundpen, 
tackrms, trails. 272-3626.
Irie Kennels- Quiet country dog 
boarding facility, daily-weekly 
boarding rates.  Also Doggie 
Daycare.  289-2480.
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Clip & Send to:
People’s Cooperative
PO Box 339
Rochester, MN 55903
Attn.: Newsletter  Classified

Ad limit is 14 words!
No phones calls.

PLEASE PRINT 

ads submitted without member’s first & last name, will NOT be printed

Please run this ad in the next Highline Hi-Lites

Member Name: ______________________________________________

Account Number: ____________________________________________

1. _____________  2. _____________ 3. _____________ 4. _________________

5. _____________  6. _____________ 7. _____________ 8. _________________

9. ____________ 10. _____________ 11. ____________ 12._________________

13. _______________ 14. ________________  Phone Number: ______________________________

Please check ad category

___ For Sale  ___ Free

___ Services ___ Wanted

           ___ For Rent

Join us on

&

www.peoplesrec.com

People’s Cooperative Services publishes free ads as a service for our members.  
Any member or employee of PCS may submit ads.  

Please submit your ad online at www.peoplesrec.com or mail using the form 
below.  Ads are limited to 14 words or less.  One ad per member per month, no excep-
tions. Ads will be printed for one month only.  No phone calls accepted. PCS reserves 
the right to edit or reject ads.  

New Ad Deadline:  Deadline to submit an ad is the 20th of the month prior 
to publication.

Help w/ carpentry, decks, chain 
s a w i n g ,  h a u l i n g ,  m o w i n g , 
remodeling, misc, any job. Nights or 
weekends.  951-3701.	
Picnic Table Rental & More.  We 
Rent for your Event. Weddings, 
grad part ies,  picnics.  www.
picnictablerental.com 273-9996.
Woodshed Recording Studio, 24 
track digital recording, affordable. 
Duplication and remote recording 
available. 288-8361.
Preschool/daycare, licensed w/ 
teaching degree ,theme based 
curriculum- letters, math, science, 
writing. 356-4653.	
Lawn mowing, gutter cleaning, 
hedge trimming, sidewalk edging, 
odd jobs. Reasonable rates. Call 
Dave, 202-7241.
Clark's Seamless Gutters - Wet 
basements, buckling cement, 
landscape damage protection. Free 
estimates. 281-2770.	

Junk-B-Gone! Your junk removal 
expert. Single item to multiple 
truck loads. You call, we haul. 
280-0404.		
L ight ’n  Up Rochester,  30+ 
yrs experience w/ all lighting 
apps. including new/existing & 
commercial. Gail 252-0388.
Handyman Services:  Carpentry, 
doors, kitchen remodel, masonry, 
household repairs, hauling.  JW 
Construction. 206-6087.
Tree moving: Same Day Shade,  
transplant tree up to 30’ tall.  Have 
50" & 90" spades. 754-5900.
Prairie Walls, Indoor Rock Climbing 
Gym. Birthday Parties, Lessons & 
Group Events.  292-0511, www.
prairiewalls.com.
Machine Quilting and Custom 
quilts- T- Shirt quilts, wedding 
quilts.  951-6901 or 287-6885.
Think Spring! Reserve a cabin for 
the fishing opener.  MilleLacs Lake 
Island View Resort 320-495-3532 
www.ivrmillelacs.com.

Chain sawing, yard work, mowing, 
carpentry, hauling, de-junking, 
scraping, roto tiling, etc! 951-
3701.	
Will Buy Standing Timber.  Custom 
Sawmill & drying. Kiln Dried 
Lumber for Sale. 288-8287.
Michaels Custom Cabinets- 
Kitchens, baths, ent. centers, 
home office, commercial work. 
www.michaelscustomcabinets.com  
or 533-9880.	
Neil's Country Shop, Fixing cars, 
trucks, tractors, lawn equipment. 
Some sandblasting, painting. 
421-6193.
Tree Moving:  Up to 4 in. dia. w/ 44 
in. spade on truck, Steve Bernard 
273-4819.
Stewartville home daycare 6:30a 
– 5:30p, preschool environ, daily 
activit ies, educated in Child 
Development.  Carol 273-9327.
Trustworthy house c leaner, 
a f f o r d a b l e ,  h a r d  w o r k e r .  
References available.  367-2652.

Shop / Yard/ 
Vehicles
Waste oil shop heater. No filtering 
required. Smokeless. New. 100,000 
BTU. $700. 288-5822.	
Baldor Single Phase Electric Motor, 
2HP, 1 1/8” shaft, 1725 RPM Volts 
either 115 or 230. $125. 206-4023.
Oak firewood $140 A-ld.  FREE 
delivery and stacking.  273-7960.

Small cut, mixed Oak firewood.  
Load starting at $100.  Delivered 
locally.  Ask for Mark.  529-5521.
Dry 2yr old shredded firewood, free 
delivery.  Outside boiler chunks 
also.  29th year.  208-2163.
Oak & Elm firewood.  $200 full cord 
or buy as pickup load, delivery 
available.  208-0162.  
Firewood, $100.  Tree tr im/
removal ,  dozer work,  snow 
removal, landscaping, retaining 
walls.  259-4367.
Oak firewood, $225/cord.  Bagged 
also $4/bag or 3 for $10.  250-6327.
1995 Ford F-250, Ext cab 4x4, 
37,000 miles on transmission, 
210,000 miles.  Paper work on all 
repairs.  $4995 OBO.  254-0376.
Ford Ranger topper 6'2" by 5', 
sliding side/front windows ,screens, 
great condition $55. 533-8559
97 Suburban 2500, 5.7 ltr, no rust, 
windows good, 4wd, auto, leather 
int, all pwr, 230,000 miles.  As is    
$ 1,500. 273-8980.	
Ranch hard tonneau cover/box lid, 
fits Ford F150, 04’-09’, 6 ½’ box, 
$225/BO, 272-7230 or 876-2779.
Crescent Covers in Rochester - 
Unicover toppers/lids. New/used. 
Installation, Parts, Accessories. 
536-9057.		
1997 Olds Aurora, 179K miles, V8, 
4 dr, new brakes- alternator-tires. 
Good condition. $2000. Call 838-
7554.		
1992 Chevy 3/4 Ton Plow Truck. 
454 CI motor. New batteries, plugs, 

wires, brakes,and exhaust. $3500. 
251-5425.
2003 Honda VTX 1300cc.  Illusion 
blue w/ 31K miles, only 5k miles on 
new tires.  843-5340.
Bridgestone set of four 17” 
tires (235/65R17).  50% tread 
remaining.  876-2695.	

Wanted
Youngstown kitchen cabinets, good 
to fair condition.  (651) 345-5127.
Cars, iron, copper, batteries, 
inner tubes, farm machinery, lawn 
mowers, alum cans for Recycling.  
378-4332.
Power lift chair, must work.  Brown 
color, cloth or leather in good 
condition.  533-8675.
N o n - r u n n i n g  4 - w h e e l e r s , 
chainsaws, golfcarts, snowmobiles/
blowers,  garden tractors, scooters, 
etc.  Also pedal toys.  876-2824.
Flatbed trailer, 18’ – 24’.  Outside 
wooden play tower / swingset.  
Custom lumber sawing.  273-6751.
Looking for land in Southern 
Olmsted county to turkey hunt.  
42 years hunting experience.  
289-6500.
John Deere  lawn t rac to rs /
attachments.  S-10 Chevy or Ford 
Ranger, ext. cab, auto, in excellent 
condition.  529-8850.
Sporting Goods:  older Mossberg 
rifles.  / FOR SALE:  12” old barn 
boards.  251-2195 days or 534-
3715 nights.
Spare Yarn to make chemo caps 
for Charity.  288-5240.	
Dominique, Cuckoo Maran and 
Welsummer chicks.   Bourbon Red 
turkey poults. 259-8916.	
Older Lawn Boy walk behind 
snowblower, need not work, 
wanted for parts. 932-4291.
Hearthside Fest ival  Garden 
Stoneware (Pattern: Sunshine 
Flowers) 252-8474.	
33 1/3 lp albums. Also picture 
sleeve 45s. 867-4868.	
Old cars, tractors, farm machinery/
equipment, scrap iron. Free 
Hauling, Fair Prices. 254-2468 or 
867-4441.		
Scrap cars for recycling or repair.  Will 
haul. Cash paid. 272-9149	
Standing art painting easel, one 
table-top painting easel.  876-2165.
John Deere Gator or similar.  Must 
run.  Enough power to pull 200# 
drag.  289-4296.

Gopher 
State      

One CALL

1-800- 
252-1166
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Highline Hi-Lights (ISSN# 244-720 )

Highline Hi-Lites is published monthly, except 
in March. Special Edition issued in March. 

Periodical Postage Paid in Rochester, MN

Postmaster: Please send address changes to: 
People’s Cooperative Services, PO Box 339, 
Rochester, MN 55903

People’s Cooperative Services
Your Touchstone Energy® Cooperative

Management Staff
Elaine J. Garry 	 President / CEO
Don Hillman     	 VP Planning & Support
Jeff Allen		 Director of Operations
Gary Fitterer	 Director of Engineering
Michelle Olson 	 Director of Member Services
Jeff Thompson	 Director of Finance &  
		  Accounting
Teresa Whitcome	 Director of Member &  
		  Employee Relations

General Information
Office Hours:	 7:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
		  Monday – Friday
Phone: 		  507-288-4004
Online:  		 www.peoplesrec.com
Digging and Line Location:  
		  1-800-252-1166 
		  (Gopher State One Call)

3935 Highway 14 East, PO Box 339
Rochester, MN 55903-0339

GO GREEN 
Subscribe to receive the PCS 
newsletter monthly by email!  

You can do your part to help save 
paper, money on mailing costs 

and our environment!

Call the cooperative or email  
twhitcome@peoplesrec.com  

to sign up today.

Zumbro Valley Snowmobile Run
Saturday, February 26, 2011

 

 
A non-profit organization to assist the Zumbro Valley Community 

in recovery and restoration of a disaster!
 

Money raised will go to businesses affected by the flood. 

MONETARY DONATION:
ZVDR

P.O. Box 106
Zumbro Falls, MN 55991

For more details go to:  http://zvdr2010.blogspot.com/
 
 


