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Ralph Breuer recalls… 
”the service just keeps getting better and better!”

“Being a member gives you a feeling of ownership,” said 
Ralph Breuer of Lake City on his long-time association with 

People’s Cooperative Services.  Living on his Century old farm 
all his life, his family has been a member since the formation of 
what is now known as People’s Cooperative Services.

His parents signed up for service in 1941 but with the bombing 
of Pearl Harbor on December 7, work on expanding power 
service to rural America was put on hold.

“There were a few in our area who had power right away, but 
many had to wait until after the war was over to get hooked 
up,” he said. “We turned the lights on, December 23, 1946.”

It is difficult to imagine the change of lifestyle that ensued with 
the electrification of rural homes.  Those who remember it, 
agree it was astounding.	

“We had one kerosene lamp in the kitchen and really thought 
we were something when we got a Coleman gas light.  It was so 
much brighter!”	

The family gathered in the kitchen on those long-ago dark 
evenings.  Flashlights were used to walk through the rest of the 
house. It made for togetherness; that’s for sure, Ralph said. 
When electricity was brought to the farm house, the family could 
now utilize the entire house after dark, but most notably; his 
mother was happy to replace the old gas iron with an electric 
one, which was much cooler (and safer) to use.	

The farm and barn work was all done by hand before electricity. 
After the lines were extended, farmers were eager to add an 
electric barn cleaner; windmill’s and hand pumps were replaced 
with submersible electric pumps. “Electricity became the best 
hired man we could have!”

There was a minimum charge for electricity; $4.50 a month for 
50 KW hours.  “My parents watched it like a hawk and didn’t 
want to go over a penny,” 

With the passage 
of years, Ralph 
noted the service 
just keeps 
getting better 
and better with 
the cooperative.  
Three-phase brought a notable change, and the cooperative 
has always been on top of things with excellent service, updates 
and repairs according to Ralph. They are great about keeping 
lines and poles in top-notch shape.

His parents were outage reporters. “For years when people in 
our area were out of power, they called us up to report it; then 
my parents called in the problem.  This eliminated long distance 
calls (and also a traffic jam on the rural switchboards).”	

In 1967, when his parents moved to town, Ralph and his wife 
Marlene took over the job.  It was only a few years ago that this 
practice was eliminated.	

“Sometimes we still get a phone call from someone to find out if 
we know when the power will be back on.”	

The longest they were ever without service, according to Ralph, 
was in the winter of 1968 or ’69, when an ice storm snapped 
poles all over the area.  Those two weeks were mighty cold and 
difficult, but the cooperative worked around the clock to return 
electricity to the members.	

Change is on the horizon for the Breuers.  They have recently 
sold their farm and will be moving into a townhome in Lake 
City.  “I am interested in wind power and its expansion”, said 
Ralph. “It seems to be the newest trend.” For the first time in his 
life, Ralph will no longer turn on his lights courtesy of People’s 
Cooperative Services.  “It’s been a good partnership.”

		  	 Debi Neville,  
			   Freelance Writer Rochester, MN
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As our summer comes to a close, I want to take this 
opportunity to thank you, our members, and our 

line workers.  It’s been a “stormy” summer.  We have 
experienced many smaller storms and some more significant 
storms.  Through June, our members have experienced an 
average of 3.4 hours of outage time.  That’s up from a year 
ago when the average outage time for the first six months 
was two hours.  

Trees and lightning are the two major causes of these 
outages.   Trees alone account for two hours of the 3.4 
hours.  Since 2006, your cooperative has significantly 
increased our investment in right-of-way clearing as shown 
on the graph.  Even with this additional investment, we still 
have a lot of work to keep up with the growth of trees in our 
lines.  

Lightning is also a significant cause of outages --- causing 
around one-half hour of outage time per member during 
the first six months of this year.  In the last 10 years, we have 
installed new static line on 38 miles of our cooperative-
owned transmission system which serves 16 of our 23 
substations.  Presently, about 50% of our transmission line 
has a static wire.  This static line will lesson the effect of 
lightning and help reduce, but not totally prevent, both 
outages and momentary blinks.  

Being without power today has a significant impact on our 
lives.  It seems like everything we do somehow comes back 
to the need for electricity.  So, the first group of people I 
want to thank is you --- our members.  We know your lives 
are impacted when the power goes out.  We thank you for 
your patience and understanding with us as we work to 
correct the problem.  We also thank you for the kind notes 
that you send in appreciation of the work done at all hours 
of the day.

Elaine J. Garry
President & CEO

507-288-4004 
egarry@peoplesrec.com

C.E.O. Message

title

The second group of 
people I want to thank 
is our line workers.  
When your power 
goes out, they go to 
work --- regardless of 
weather conditions.  
Each and every one of 
them understands that 
it’s a “part of the job” 
regardless of the time 
of day or night.  I am 
in that “50-something” 
age category.  I am 
not sure I could get up 
in the middle of the 
night, work for several 
hours, catch a couple hours of sleep and then return 
to work the next morning.  But, our line workers do 
just that.  In addition, many times they must miss 
family birthdays, holidays and other special occasions 
because they are called to work.  

Our line workers are professional, dependable and 
work safely --- for your benefit.   And, their job has 
changed over time.  They are no longer just building 
power lines; now, in addition, they are public relations 
people, specialists in using new technology, and 
safety experts.  Our line workers now look at system 
maps on a computer in their truck.  They access 
meter data via a software program and will soon be 
able to receive electronic service orders while in the 
field.  They can access the location of their co-workers 
as well as see what equipment is installed at each 
account via their computer.  They have also had 
to improve their safety skills.  With more and more 
distributed generation being added to the electric 
system, they must have a clear understanding of the 
potential safety risks associated with these systems.  
And, I expect that the learning curve for a line worker 
will continue to expand.  

It takes a special person to be a line worker --- 
someone who loves the outdoors, is willing to take a 
risk, is physically fit, and like challenges.  My thanks 
go to these employees who serve us well!

As always, I welcome your feedback or the opportunity 
to address your questions.  Feel free to give me a call 
or stop by the cooperative office.
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Outages Calls

During and following an outage we typical receive these 
general questions from members.

Why is my power out? 
Power outages can happen many different ways, but the most 
common is caused by thunderstorms which bring heavy winds 
and lighting.  Lighting can strike poles and/or equipment 
on the poles and wind can blow branches down onto the 
power lines.  Other things such as animals, extreme heat and 
equipment failure can also be problematic causes of outages.

I’m the last one on the line, why do my 
neighbors have power and I don’t? 
There are several scenarios that could cause you to experience 
an outage, while your neighbors still have power. Here are a few:

•	The accounts can be served by different feeders, substations 
or taps. There are many occasions where a member and 
their neighbors are near the dividing point, often called a 
‘normal open point’. Everyone on one side of the ‘normal 
open point’ may experience an outage, while everyone on 
the other side still has power.

•	The account experiencing an outage is fed down-line from 
a protective device, while their neighbor is up-line from the 
device. For example, if a tree gets into a line, the closest 
protective device is supposed to open and de-energize the 
line. It may happen that the member seeing the outage is the 
first account down-line from the device, while their neighbor 
is up-line from the device and still has power.

•	The member experiencing an outage could have a transformer 
fuse or other issue that would only affect them. This is a 
common scenario with animals, lighting strikes, and trees.  

How long is the power going to be out? 
Power outages can vary in size and length.  In fact the size of 
the outage usually is a good indicator on how long the outage 
will last.  The bigger the outage the longer it may take to 
restore power.  Many factors go into determining the length of 

an outage so it is difficult to predict how long it will be before 
power can be restored. four thousand, three hundred, forty one

Do I need to get a generator? 
Every situation is different.  Some members may need a 
generator more than others; it all depends on the individual 
member’s needs.  Members who have livestock or medical 
needs might rely heavily on having power while others can go 
without power for several hours.  Most of the time outages are 
very minor in length and with some precautionary measures 
can be handled very easily.  To find tips on how you can 
prepare for a power outage visit www.safeelectricity.org.

My neighbor has already called in the outage.  
Do I need to call to report it too? 
We always want members to report an outage whether your 
neighbor has called in the outage or not.  There are many 
instances where your home might be without power, but your 
neighbor’s is not.  Every outage call is important and gives 
us important information to determine the exact area of the 
outage and how widespread it may be.  

What is the best way to report an outage? 
Should I call my director to report an outage? 
What number do I call after-hours? 
When the power goes out, please call the Cooperative office 
ASAP.  The best and most efficient way to report an outage 
is by calling the office directly at (507) 288-4004 or 1-800-
214-2694.  You can call this number 24-hours a day/7days 
a week.  If you call outside of normal office hours your call 
will automatically be redirected to our after-hours call center.  
Please be patient during major outages as phone lines can be 
very busy.

Why do I get an automated voice system when 
I call in to report an outage? 
While we strive to answer every call personally, there are times 
during widespread outages that we just can’t handle the large 
volume of calls that come in.  If you do receive an automated 
voice system, please be patient and listen carefully to the 
instructions. You will need to follow these steps:

•	When prompted, select the outage option by pressing 1 from 
the automated menu.

•	Report the outage location, phone number and any electrical 
related emergencies.

If you fail to select option 1 when prompted by the automated 
voice system or if you are dialing from a rotary phone, you will 
hold on the line until a representative is available to assist you.  
At times, when we are experiencing a large number of calls, 
you may experience longer than normal hold times.  If you 
prefer not to wait and are calling from a push-button phone, 
please hang up, dial again and follow the instructions listed 
above.

•	Have address and account number ready.
•	If you call outside normal office hours your call will 

be directed to our after-hours call center.  Please be 
sure to select the outage option by pressing 1 when 
prompted from the automated menu.

•	Report outage location, phone number and any 
electrical related emergencies.

•	Please be patient during major outages as phone 
line can be very busy.

When the lights go out, so do we!

24-Hour Outage Report Line 
(800) 214-2694 or (507) 288-4004
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Change Air Filter to Save Money and Energy

SPOT YOUR NUMBER

Each month we hide five account 
numbers within the pages of the 
Highline Hi-Lites. If you find your 
account number, call the office at  
(507) 288-4004 by the last day of the current 
month and you will receive a $30 credit on your 
electric bill.

Darwin and Patricia McKenzie and Paul Reese 
found their account number in the July issue.  
Account number not found: James Bartz, William 
Wagner, and Lisa Kirkland.

It’s hot this summer. That means your air 
conditioning system is working hard to keep 

you comfortable. Here’s a tip from People’s 
Cooperative Services that can help your cooling 
system operate more efficiently—and save you 
money.

Change your air filter regularly. It only takes a 
couple of minutes to change the air filter in your 
heating/cooling system. It’s simple and easy. As 
TogetherWeSave.com has shown, changing your 
filter every month can save you $82 a year.

But that’s not all you can save. A dirty air filter 
makes your system work harder to keep you cool, 
which wastes energy. Changing your air filter 
regularly helps to ensure efficient operation and 
keep your electricity bill in check. Changing your 
air filter regularly can reduce the need for costly 
maintenance and prevent damage to your system.

And when winter arrives, it’s just as important 
to change your air filter regularly. Your heating 
system needs to work as efficiently as possible to 
keep you warm, and a clean air filter helps it do 
that.

Experts recommend turning your system off before 
changing the air filter. Make sure that the arrow 
on the filter—which indicates the direction of the 
airflow—is pointing toward the blower motor. 
When you’ve made the change, turn your system 
back on. To save time, it’s a good idea to keep a 
couple of spare filters on hand.

For other tips on how to save energy—and money—visit www.energysavers.gov or Touchstone Energy® 
Cooperatives energy-saving website, www.TogetherWeSave.com. twelve thousand, nine hundred, fifteen

Yeah, a  few minutes . Tha t ’s  a l l  the  t ime i t  takes 
me to  change my home’s  a i r  f i l te r  ever y  month 
and save  $82 a  year. Not  bad for  a  few minutes 
of work, huh? What can you do? Find out how the 
l i t t le  changes add up a t  TogetherWeSave.com. T OG E T H E RW E S AV E .C OM

BY SPENDING A
FEW MINUTES, I’M
SAVING A LOT.
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Storm Safety:  Lighting Strikes On The Rise

Summer is the peak season for lightning strikes, and 2011 
has already seen record numbers of tornados and severe 

storms nationwide. Injuries and deaths from lightning strikes 
related to storms are also on the rise.

Safe Electricity and the National Weather Service (NWS) are 
urging everyone to increase awareness about the loss of 
life and debilitating injuries that result from being struck by 
lightning, and how to stay safe from lightning.

According to the NWS, lightning fatalities average 58 per 
year, with permanent injuries to hundreds of others. With an 
estimated 25 million lightning flashes annually in the U.S., a 
great potential exists for casualties. Protect yourself and your 
family from lightning with a safe storm strategy: 

• Be aware of weather forecasts and watch for developing 
thunderstorms. As the air is heated by the sun, energy is 
created with air movement, and lightning typically comes 
from towering storm clouds.

• Lightning can strike many miles ahead of a storm front. If 
you hear thunder, seek shelter immediately, because that 
indicates lightning is within 10 miles of you. If you are 
outside, go inside a building. If you are at a park, do not 
seek shelter at an open pavilion. A building is most safe.

• Lightning will typically seek something tall, such as a tree, 
building or flagpole, but can also strike at lower objects. 
That was the case at Kenosha, Wis., in March 2011, 
when seven deer who were grazing in an open field were 
killed by a lightning strike. There have been reports of 
livestock huddling under a tree during a storm and being 
fatally injured when lightning hit the tree. Do not seek 
shelter under trees, and if you detect a tingling sensation, 

crouch to a low position with your head between your 
knees to reduce your height.

• If you are inside a building, the NWS advises you to 
stay off corded telephones, or away from any electrical 
device that could carry an electrical surge if lightning were 
carried into your home through wiring. Turn off or unplug 
such appliances, stay away from television sets, and do 
not depend on surge protectors to absorb a lightning 
strike. Conductors can also include the plumbing in your 
house. sixteen thousand, four hundred, sixty six

• Since water is an excellent conductor of electricity, lightning 
is particularly dangerous for anyone in a swimming pool or 
engaged in water recreation. Swimmers, boaters, fishermen 
and others on lakes and rivers should seek shelter if storms 
are threatening and lightning is seen or thunder heard. 
Authorities warn against outdoor activity until 30 minutes 
after the last clap of thunder. If a person is struck by 
lightning, call 911 and care for the victim immediately. You 
are not in danger of being electrocuted by the victim. More 
information can be found at www.SafeElectricity.org and 
www.lightningsafety.noaa.gov.

Application Deadline for 
Operation Round Up® 

This quarter’s Operation Round 
Up® (ORU) applications must 
be submitted by September 20, 
2011.  The ORU Trust Board 
meets each quarter to review 
applications and grant funds for 
local, worthy causes that meet the qualifications 
according to the bylaws of the Trust.  Complete 
details and applications can be found online at 
www.peoplesrec.com or by calling the office at 
(507)288-4004.

Questline eNewsletter provides 
energy tips

The Questline eNewsletter is filled with great 
information on ways to lower your energy use and 
save money on your electric bill.  Questline offers 
a searchable eLibrary, quick-tips, and calculators 

for heating and cooling system comparisons.  Sign 
up to receive this FREE quarterly eNewsletter by 

visiting www.peoplesrec.com.

QUESTLINEQUESTLINE
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Wind Energy and Renewable 
Generation Workshop

On June 23 People’s Cooperative Services held a 
wind energy and renewable generation workshop.  

The workshop provided information on connecting to 
the Cooperative’s electric system along with questions 
to ask to determine if renewable 
generation is right for you.  We 
had a great turnout with about 
75 people in attendance.  If 
you were unable to make the 
workshop and have some interest 
in learning about renewables, the 
workshop presentation and other 
information is available online at 
www.peoplesrec.com.

Lineworkers remain a top priority

Electricity is all around us and with today’s technologies 
it will continue to be an integral part of our future and 

lifestyles.  If you are interested in a challenging career, 
consider a career as an electrical 
lineworker.

People’s Cooperative Services 
respects the professional training 
required to work in this field.  We 
offer scholarships to applicants 
pursuing a post-secondary education 
in an electric lineworker program 
at either Dakota County Technical 
College in Rosemount, MN or 
Minnesota West Community & 
Technical College in Jackson, MN.

Minnesota Colleges 
offering professional 
lineworker training:

Minnesota West Community & 
Technical College 
Jackson, MN  
(800)658-2522

Dakota County Technical College 
Rosemount, MN  
(877)937-3282

Minnesota State Community & 
Technical College – Wadena 
Wadena, MN  
(800)247-2007

Subscribe to receive the PCS newsletter 
monthly by email!  You can do your part to 

help save paper, money on mailing costs and 
our environment!

Call the cooperative or email  
twhitcome@peoplesrec.com  

to sign up today.

GO GREEN 
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Country Breakfast on the Farm

People’s Cooperative Services members 
Donny and Holly Thompson hosted this 

year’s Country Breakfast on the Farm at 
their 900 acre dairy farm near Little Valley.  
Along with the breakfast those 
attending enjoyed horse drawn 
wagon rides, a petting zoo, and 
educational agricultural displays.  
Tim Rasmusson, lineworker, 
represented PCS and showcased 
one of the cooperatives bucket 
trucks. ten thousand, five 
hundred, fifty seven

Are you planning to install, modify, or replace electric 
equipment this fall at your home, business, or farm?

If so, please contact the cooperative with details of your 
project as soon as possible. 

By contacting the cooperative, we can 
help to ensure:

•	Our equipment is sufficiently sized to handle your new 
project.

•	You and your neighbors will not experience power 
quality issues as a result of the additional load.

•	The work to be completed is efficiently scheduled to 
eliminate delays. 

•	Your project costs are kept to a minimum.

By working together, we can help your project go as 
smoothly as possible.  If you have any questions regarding 
your electrical installation or modification please call the 
office at (507) 288-4004.

Adding electrical load this fall?

Holiday Hi-Lites 
recipe book!
Plans are underway 
for the 48th edition of 
the Holiday Hi-Lites 
recipe book.  Look for 
more information in the 
September issue of the 
Highline Hi-Lites.

Attention 
Members
People’s Cooperative Services 

technicians are currently changing 
out dual fuel and water heater 
receivers in all service areas. 

Employees performing the service 
will be driving a cooperative 

vehicle and wearing a People’s 
Cooperative Services uniform. 

They may need to request access 
inside your home to complete the 

change out.
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People’s Cooperative Services existing headquarters and 
adjacent land on Highway 14 East, Rochester is listed

“For Sale” 

New Headquarters and Oronoco 
Crossing development

The Cooperative is also promoting the 
development of Oronoco Crossings -  

a 36 acre Commerical/Industrial  
development adjacent to the new  

headquarters location in Oronoco. 
Contact Hamilton Real Estate, Inc. 

Mac Hamilton (507) 281-1002

People’s Cooperative Services new headquarters building.

New Headquarters Update  

The building foundation work is complete 
and the brick work on the office building is 

almost complete. Work is now being done to 
place the structural steel members within the 
warehouse, service bay and truck wash areas.  
The geothermal drilling equipment is onsite and 
ready to go.  Meanwhile the focus is on getting 
the roof completed so the interior work can 
move ahead. 

In the southwest corner of the site excavation 
work is progressing to extend the water main 
and hydrants.  Drain tile is being installed to 
capture the outflow from a natural spring and 
channel it to the retention pond. This will allow 
the area around the southwest entrance to dry 
out and become more stable for construction of 
the parking lots and roadways.

Work on the frontage road has resumed.  We expect the rock layer 
to be placed on the roadbed by the end of August.   The placement 
of site utilities in the right-of-way has begun.

A webcam has been placed at the building site.  Be sure to follow 
our progress at www.peoplesrec.com.

Earn up to $300 in appliance rebates
Get exclusive double mail-in rebates* from People’s Cooperative Services when
you purchase qualifying ENERGY STAR® appliances from Warners’ Stellian

$50 
• Dishwashers
• Clothes washers
• Dehumidifiers

$75**

• Refrigerators
• Room A/C

1318 Apache Drive SW
Rochester, MN 55902
Across from Apache Mall
Sales (507) 252-5552
Service (507) 289-2141  

A trusted, Minnesota 
family-owned 
appliance company

*See store for details.**With recycling of working 
refrigerator, freezer or air conditioner.

In partnership with
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Operation Round Up® awards $19,188 last quarter!

The quarterly meeting of the Operation Round Up® 
(ORU) board of directors was held on July 21, 2011.  

Donations were awarded to the following organizations:

•	$3,000, American Heart Assosiation of Rochester – Go 
Red for Women, to help purchase health screenings and 
education materials.

•	$548, Bonner Elementary of Stewartville 2nd grade, to 
purchase tickets for the Young People’s Concert at the 
Minnesota Orchestra.

•	$5,850, Byron Volunteer Fire Fighters Relief Assosiation, 

to acquire a 20kw standby generator 
and transfer box for the fire hall.

•	$4,000, Faith in Action of Plainview, 
to help out with transportation costs 
for the elderly.

•	$1,000, Homeless Community Network of Rochester, to 
purchase meals for the Project Community Connect day.

•	$1,500, Ironwood Springs Christian Ranch of Stewartville, 
to assist in resurfacing asphalt activity court.

•	$990, Plainview Elgin Food Shelf, to help with updating 
the buildings wiring.

•	$2,300, Rochester Area Family YMCA, to assist with post-
rehabilitation program – upper body cycle.

The ORU program is funded by donations made by 
members who voluntarily have their electric bill rounded 
up to the next dollar. About 12,095 members currently 
participate with the average of $6 a year per member. It 
truly shows that small change can make a difference.

District Meetings - Mark your calendar!
During October, People’s Cooperative Services will host four district meetings throughout the service territory.   
Members are invited and encouraged to attend one of the following meetings. 

	 Rochester	 Oronoco	 Stewartville	 Plainview
	 October 4	 October 5	 October 11	 October 13
	 8:00 a.m.	 6:00 p.m.	 2:00 p.m.	 11:30 a.m.
	 PCS Community Room	 Oronoco City Hall	 Stewartville Civic Center	 Plainview Legion
	 3935 HWY 14 E	 115 2nd Street NW	 120 City Center	 215 3rd Street

Meetings will include various cooperative updates and time to address member questions. Registration will begin 30 
minutes before the meeting is scheduled to start.  Meetings will last approximately 45 minutes. Light refreshments will be 
served. nine thousand eight hundred, forty one

To help us plan accordingly, please RSVP to Tyler Larsen at (507) 424-6188 or by emailing at rsvp@peoplesrec.com.   
Please include your name, which meeting you will be attending and the number of guests attending.

Minnesota State House Representative Duane Quam

On July 28, Representative 
Duane Quam visited People's 

Cooperative Services to discuss key 
energy issues with the Cooperative’s 
board of directors.  Quam 
represents district 29A in Minnesota.   
Currently, Representative Quam 
serves on the Environment, Energy 
and Natural Resources Policy and 
Finance Committee. Elaine Garry (left), Duane Quam (Center), and Tony Ebert (right)Representative Quam
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ANIMALS & PETS
Pomeranian pups. Males. White, 
orange sable, vet checked, shots, 
$200. 507-273-9420
Small square bales alfalfa grass 
mix horse hay $3.00.   Delivery 
available.   Call in the evenings. 
507-365-8082
Must sell 2 registered Arabian 
horses and one 1/2 Arab, ages 
from 11 to 18. Very friendly but not 
broken to ride. 507-282-5925
Norweigan Elkhound puppies, born 
6-20-11. (4) females, (1) male. 
507-876-2695
Sale or rent: Bulls. (1) white park, 
(1) herford. Servicable age. 507-
365-8346
7 horses for sale all REG AQHA 
and 1 not reg. great papers some 
started training all 3 yr olds 1 
yearling. 4-H discounts 507-438-
5802

FARM EQUIPMENT
For sale NH 68 baler with thrower 
and throw rake, steel sides both 
ex. always sheded 507-365-8499
Ford 901 Power Master tractor, 
reconditioned, new tires, seat, 
loader, 3-point hitch, $5,295. 507-
288-4793
JD-B 1950 with or w/o woods 
mower; Ford 8N, good condition; 
Heat Houser for Int. H or M. 891-
282-8913
Round grass-hay bales, no rain, 23 
inside at $55, 17 outside at $45. 
507-753-2912
WD-45 Allis Chalmers factory 
loader, snow & dirt bucket, 12-volt. 
507-282-4356
Allis Chalmers WD tractor, runs 
very good, 12-volt system, $1,250. 
507-288-0671
JD 4040D tractor w/cab and loader, 
3260 hours; JD 15-ft. disc; JD 
4-row wide no-till planter and 
cultivator. 507-533-6711
For Sale:  Net wrapped round 
hay bales. Call after 6 PM. 507-
867-3156
Bush Hog-3 po in t ,5 ' ,  good 
condition,extra blades $475; Farm 
King finishing mower 3 blade, 3 
point, 6', $675 507-867-4507
Hay-Large round and small square. 
Alfalfa & mixed grasses. 507-
534-2035
Minnesota manure spreader, good 
floor & sides. Works ok, $300. 
507-533-9383
Ford 8N, good tires, starts/runs 
great, new paint, 3-point hitch, 
$3,000. 507-696-8461
Hay-straw from field, small-big 
square, round bales. Call evenings. 
507-775-2265
8x63 grain auger pto drive; Minn 
200 bushel gravity box & running 
gear. 507-534-2731
Hay- Large round bales, first 
cutting, no rain, indoor storage. 
507-273-2430

FOR RENT
Clean indoor storage space 
available for cars, boats, RVs, 
etc.  Very reasonable rates. 507-
634-3409
Eyota- 2 bdrm apartment in quiet 
4-plex. Heat, water, trash paid. 
No smoking/no pets. Lease. 507-
545-2773

GIVE AWAY
piles of old jeans striped and ready 
for cutting for  rugs or quilts plus 
other rug material. 507-533-8472
Free kittens and cats, various 
ages, colors and sizes.  Outdoor or 
indoor. Good mousers. 507-533-89
Litter of shepherd mix puppies, 
ready by September 30th. Come 
get your pick, won't last long. 507-
396-3879

HOMES
New 1672 sq.ft w.o. rambler 2 acre 
wded lot 34x26 garage custom 
cabinets w/ granite tops 15x13 
m.f.laundry & b.r.289,900 507-
289-3215
Buildable city lot Pepin, WI in quiet 
cul-de-sac.  City sewer and water 
$19,900 612-385-0052
Looking to buy or sell a home? Call 
Bob Matthews (agent at Coldwell 
Banker Burnet). 507-251-4422
85 ACRES prime hunting land. 
Could be plotted for housing lots/
development. Lots of trees, Rolling 
hills. $850,000/OBO. 507-876-
2208
Two plots- 20 acres hunting/
buildable, Rose Creek; 35 acres, 
2002 home, rural Byron. 507-
261-6027

HOUSEHOLD
Student desk, white, 2 drawers, 
with bookshelf  on one side 
excellent condition $25, antique 
pitcher & bowl $50. 507-365-8082

For Sale
"Like new" light tan leather chaise 
recliner purchased at Drury's. 
Asking $250. 507-533-4395
Canning jars, pints, quarts, some 
blue... much less than in stores.  
Call for information. 651-345-4889
Whirlpool washer $100 Maytag 
electric dryer $150 Both in good 
working order. 507-378-2363
Refrigerator: 20.1 cubic feet, white, 
ice maker, glass shelves, freezer 
on top, $50. 507-292-9763
MISCELLANEOUS
PRAIRIE WALLS, Indoor Rock 
Climbing Gym.
Birthday Parties, Lessons & Group 
Events.
292-0511, www.prairiewalls.com 
507-292-0159
Large 21 piece Bearfoots Collection 
by Montana artist Jeff Fleming of 
BigSky Carvers.Org $455 asking 
$200 Firm Take All 507-367-4553
DS Thrift  & More downtown 
spring valley Stop Shop & Save. 
Come shop our wonderful hidden 
treasures. 507-261-0533
Pride Jet 7 power wheel chair, 
newer batteries, built in charger, 
very nice condition.   $650.00 
507-534-2186

Size 4 wedding gown, never worn. 
Lace appliques on satin bodice and 
layered tulle skirt. 507-286-9277
Honey - Local Honey in all sizes. 
Oronoco area. 507-367-4348
Track light 3 heads, nickel with 
small white globes, $20. 507-
932-4291
Yamaha Clavinova digital piano 
clp-311. Must sell $350 OBO. 
507-269-4784
Handcrafted Wedding album 
$25.00--wedding planer book 
$10.00 507-767-3221
Residential cleaning available, 
limited openings.Call for free 
estimate.Insured. Liz 607-696-
7660
Oak firewood, $140/load. Free 
delivery/stacking. 507-273-7960
Lawnmower repair and used 
lawnmowers and snow blowers 
for sale.  Will buy lawnmowers 
and snow blowers. 507-533-4359
ESTATE SALE: Sat.Aug.13,7am-
8pm, 914 N. Garden Street, Lake 
City, MN. Collectibles,vintage,furn
iture,china,glassware,much more. 
507-288-0704
For Sale:  Mini Rex Rabbits - 2 
males, 1 female $ 10 each.  Round 
Bales Hay    $50.  Pony broke to 
ride & drive. 507-867-4966
Myers 1/2 HP Jet Pump, excellent 
condition, with attachments, great 
for lake cabin well,$75. 507-367-
4998
Wedding dress, size 6, lacy, long 
sleeves, high neck, can be altered. 
$25 507-533-9397
Beautiful lake front lot ( 48x100+) 
on Lake Zumbro,water,septic 
& electric.$149,000.In front of 
Ponderosa Supperclub. 319-231-
6966
6 tan iron deck chairs: good 
condition, no cushions, $5 each. 
5-6'x12' chain-link fence panels, 
fair shape, $10 each. 507-288-
7974

RECREATIONAL
Remington Wingmaster 12 ga 
dedicated deer shotgun. 20" fully 
rifled, cantilever barrel. 2 stocks 
walnut/thumbhole. $350 507-
281-2176
Accordion with case. Italian Lira 
Centromatic.  Black/White/Chrome, 
full-size keyboard. Sounds good, 
good condition. 507-753-2428
Doughboy Pump - used only 
2 months on 16x32 pool in 
2009,almost new for $175, also free 
Doughboy sand filter&accessories 
507-289-2218
3 horse trailer with living quarters, 
in excellent condition, it has 
shower, bed,sink stove,won't rust 
ac yawningreduce 507-767-3171
1997 Arctic Cat 454 4X4 ATV.  
Good condi t ion wi th winch, 
windshield, passenger seat, extras.  
First $1800 owns it! 507-876-2208
2010 Kawasaki ninja 250r special 
ed i t ion .  Green.1000 mi les .
Broke in by the book.Oil recently 
changed.50+mpg $3895.00 obo 
507-533-6700
Nordic Track Elite cross country ski 
exerciser with electronic monitor. 
Excellent condition. $150. Cash 
only. 507-288-0978

NEW! 
Want Ad Guidelines
People’s Cooperative Services 
publishes free ads as a service to 
our members within the following 
guidelines:

•	Only PCS members or employees 
may submit ads.

•	Member name, account number 
and phone number are required 
for all ads.

•	Only one ad per member per 
month. Duplicate ads will not be 
published.

•	Ads must be 120 characters or 
less.

•	Ads will be printed for one month 
only.

•	No ads or ad changes will be 
taken over the phone.

•	PCS reserves the right to edit or 
reject ads.

•	Ads are printed in the monthly 
edition of the Highline Hi-Lites.

Submitting Want Ads:

•	Our preferred method for 
submitting ads is to use 
the online submission form 
available on our website at 
www.peoplesrec.com.   Ads 
that are submitted online will be 
approved and posted for online 
viewing within one week of 
submitting.  These ads will also 
appear in the next monthly edition 
of the Highline Hi-Lites provided 
they have been submitted prior to 
the last day of the month prior to 
publication.

•	Ads that are submitted by mail 
or in paper format are due by 
the 20th of the month prior to 
publication. 

Submit your ads and view 
them online at  

www.peoplesrec.com
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2600 lb alum boat lift w/cover & 
wheel kit, $1,000; Paddle boat, 
fiberglass, $400; 6-hp Johnson 
long-shaft motor, $600. 507-993-
6929
15 HP Evenrude runs good 575.00 
12 ft Flat bottom boat 350.00 507-
259-8843
1997 Yamaha Banshee, $1,400 
firm; 1993 LeSabre, 235k miles, 
$500 firm. 507-216-2766
1994 Honda Goldwing, 1500 cc, 
Aspencade, 39k miles, beautiful 
bike, $6,500. 507-534-4074
17 foot We-no-nah canoe,Spirit 
model.Painted in Leinenkugel 
Sunset Wheat colors.New,never 
used,won in raffle.$900 OBO 507-
285-9600

SERVICES
Campion Antenna Serv ice , 
Antenna installation, HDTV, free 
estimates, 25+ yrs experience. 
Call Dan 254-0724 507-254-0724
Stone Expressions-For all of your 
masonry needs, Stone,tile,brick,bl
ock,repairs,fireplace surrounds,15 
years of exp. 507-202-5479
Under Floor Drain Tile, Beaver 
System, Sump Pumps, Pro-Flow 
System, Hold-Rite Wall Anchors, 
Wall Bracing, Free Estimates 
507-281-2714
HANDYMAN - Homerepairs - 
Qua l i t y  Ser ivce  a t  Modest 
P r i ces .  Ca l l  Deacon  John  
www. le t t hedeacon f i x i t . com 
507-261-8307
Cleaning Service,over 15 years 
experience. Reasonable rates, 
customer satisfaction are my #1 
piority. Ref. available. 507-867-
3114
Tree Moving, up to 4 inch diameter. 
507-273-4819
S&W Customs,Motorcycles,Golf 
Ca r t s ,PWC,  Snowmob i l es , 
Doors,Misc, Insurance Claims 
Welcome, Booking for Fall/Winter 
507-421-2717
Woodshed Recording Studio 24 
track recording at an affordable 
price. Demos, duplication, and 
remote recording available. 507-
288-8361

JIM'S FENCING, agricultural & split 
rail, free estimates. 507-421-2380
CLARK'S SEAMLESS GUTTERS 
-Wet basements, buckling cement, 
landscape damage protection. 
Free estimates 507-281-2770
Appliance repair 28yrs exp, any 
brand,resonable rates,flexable 
hours. 507-316-4955
JEAN’S housecleaning–no job 
too big or small. References, 
hardworker, free estimates. 507-
356-8712
Antiques Oronoco- Quality, large 
one owner shop. August 17-21st 
Gold Rush sale. Hwy 52, Oronoco. 
507-367-2220
Master Builders- Specializing 
in major remodeling, additions, 
kitchens. High quality, exceptional 
service. 507-280-8856
Tree moving, large & small. Buy/
sell trees; Light poles for sale. 
507-876-2866
Family Tree Landscape Nursery - 
Get you plans together for your fall 
landscaping - setup an appt. with 
Russ 507-289-0557
I do custom line wrapping to wrap 
wet hay for balelage or dry hay 
to keep dry round bales or large 
square. 507-533-4159
Neil's Country Shop, fixing cars, 
trucks, tractors, lawn equipment. 
Sandblasting and painting. 507-
421-6193
Engel painting LLC residental-
commercial  inter ior-exter ior 
powerwashing deck refinishing 
insured, since 1958 507-285-5132
Dave's Repair - If I can't fix it I'll tell 
you where to go. 507-421-3843
Theel Sandblasting- Painting, body 
shop repair, steel/alum welding. 
507-282-2887
Septic tank pumping, design, 
installation & backhoe services. 
507-533-8830
Tree Moving: "Same Day Shade" 
can transplant any tree up to 
30' tall.  50" & 90" spades. 507-
754-5900
Horse Boarding:  Indoor/Outdoor 
arenas, tack room, box stalls, 
round pen, pastures, shelters.  Nice 
Facility 507-273-9699

small engine and light automotive 
repair. Crankeeze repair service. 
pick up and delivery service 
available. 507-951-3932
Jim's Tree Service- Trimming 
& removals, stump grinding, 
firewood. 507-356-8456
Summer's here! Beat the heat on 
the River At Boulder Dam Canoe 
& Kayak. Open daily 7-3. www.
boulderdamcanoe.com. 507-367-
2658
Repairs- 28 years experience, 
insured. Recently laid-off. Call 
Mark. 507-316-4955
Excavation- Basements, additions, 
s i t e  p reps ,  sep t i c  sys tem 
installation, land clearing, etc. 
507-208-2068
Peterson Seal Coating- Line 
striping, blacktop. Thanks for 
calling. 507-288-7424
STUMP GRINDING, free estimate, 
insured, visit web site www.andstar.
net and call ANDSTAR LLC. 507-
259-6214

SHOP & YARD
MILWAUKEE 12V cordless drill 
with charger and 2 batteries in 
good condition. Received new 
one as a gift. $40.00 507-843-5340
Pressure sprayer, Craftsman, 
2800psi,2.5 gpm,7hp engine. 
Has seen little use. $2200 obo  
Call after 5pm. 507-533-6740
Yardmans Woodchipper, 5.5 HP,  
3-way system. runs & works good.  
$375. 507-282-6647
Craf tsman 42" lawn mower 
$350.00 Kohler 15hp OHV Hydro 
trans; new battery, drive belt, 
and blades. Used very little. 507-
261-4780
Senco Shingle Roof Pro450 coil air 
nailer. List $239, never used, want 
$165. 507-867-3143
Lawnmowers, riders- self propelled 
& push, good condition. 507-282-
5921
Eliminate your heat bills with 
a Central Boiler outdoor wood 
furnace. Call Theobald Heating 
Solutions today 507-533-4523

Riding lawnmower for parts or 
repair, $50. 507-282-1478

VEHICLES
'02 Tahoe 4x4-132k-$7450,'02 
Grand Am GT-93k-$5850,'04 
Grand Cherokee 4x4-120k-$7750. 
All excellent,no accidents!! 507-
226-2225
2001 Toyota Corolla, 35 MPG, 
New tires/struts, ex. running cond, 
140,000 mi., KBB $4,400 asking 
$3,900 OBO 507-533-9158
Crescent Covers in Rochester.  
Unicover toppers/lids. New/used. 
Installation, Parts, Accessories.  
Call Dave. 507-536-9057
1990 Chevy 1/2 ton, 4x4, $600; 
1992 3/4 ton 4x4 for parts. 507-
269-0876
Two pickup fuel tanks, 100 gallons 
each.  Enclosed tandom axe trailer, 
7x12. Craftsman power tools. 507-
259-7554
1968 Ford Mustang coupe.  White 
289, automatic trans, came 
from Ariz. excellent condition. 
$10,000.00 507-254-7030
2002 Buick Le Sabre Limited 
87,500 Miles asking $7000.00 
OBO. also Farmall B asking 
$1500.00. 507-226-3104
1995 Dodge Ram 1500 Extended 
Cab V8 SLT, 131K miles, some 
rust, AC not working,4WD, bed 
liner, runs good, $3000 OBO. 
507-951-5469
2000 F-L 70 Cab & Chassis, Cat 
Engine, Air Brakes, 24' of frame.  
$4500. 616-299-3148
1983 Ford F250 diesel alum bed w/
sides, 4x4, tool box, ag hitch, nice. 
507-545-2402
1996 Honda CP automatic, green, 
AC, 2-door. Asking $1,200. 507-
534-9288
2001 Mercury MT: V8, AWD, 
cruise,trailer hitch, leather seats, 
moon roof, climate ctrl. 272 K 
miles. $3000. OBO Lv. msg. 651-
565-4144
Motor- 1986 Ford 302 fuel injected 
auto transmission. Well maintained, 
$300/obo. 507-272-3728

WANTED
3 point rear bucket for tractor 
for snow removal or tractor with 
loader. 545-1285 507-545-1285
Used Culver t  for  pr ivate 
driveway. 20" - 24" X 20' 507-
250-0809
Wanted: Older 8' or 8 1/2' slide 
in pickup camper with bathroom, 
reasonably priced. 507-993-
8025
340-440 Polaris snowmobile 
in very good condition.  Ideally 
year 2000 or newer. 507-533-
9477
Belly mounted sickle mower & 
front mount 4-row cultivator for 
Super MTA; 3-point rotary hoe. 
507-251-2195
Cars, iron, copper, batteries, 
inner tubes, farm machinery, 
lawnmowers, alum cans for 
recycling, appliances. 507-
251-5391
Parts for or complete model 
UTU Mpls. Moline tractor. 507-
202-0158
Have project for experienced 
chainsaw artist. 507-753-2989
Yarn and fabric you cannot use. 
507-753-2987
Wanted: scrap vehicles for 
recycling or repair.  Will haul.  
Cash paid 507-272-9149

Ads submitted by mail or in paper format are due 
by the 20th of the month prior to publication.

Member Name:______________________________________  

Account Number:_____________________________________

Phone Number:_____________________________________

Ad: For Sale  ____  For Rent ____  Misc. ____  Wanted ____  Give Away ____

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

Send to: 
People’s Cooperative Services 
P.O. Box 339 
Rochester, MN 55903

No phone calls.

Submit your ads and view them 
online at www.peoplesrec.com

Ads are limited to 120 characters.    
PCS reserves the right to edit or reject ads.

Gopher 
State One 

CALL

1-800-252-1166
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People’s Cooperative Services will 
be closed Monday, September 6, 

2011 so employees may spend the 
holiday with their families.  If you 
experience an outage please call 
(507)288-4004 or (800) 214-2694.

Highline Hi-Lites (ISSN# 244-720 )

Highline Hi-Lites is published monthly, except 
in March. Special Edition issued in March. 

Periodical Postage Paid in Rochester, MN

Postmaster: Please send address changes to: 
People’s Cooperative Services, PO Box 339, 
Rochester, MN 55903

People’s Cooperative Services
Your Touchstone Energy® Cooperative

Management Staff
Elaine J. Garry 	 President / CEO
Don Hillman     	 VP Planning & Support
Jeff Allen		 Director of Operations
Gary Fitterer	 Director of Engineering
Michelle Olson 	 Director of Member Services
Jeff Thompson	 Director of Finance &  
		  Accounting
Teresa Whitcome	 Director of Member &  
		  Employee Relations

General Information
Office Hours:	 7:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
	 	 Monday – Friday
Phone: 		  507-288-4004
Online:  		 www.peoplesrec.com
Digging and Line Location:  
		  1-800-252-1166 
	 	 (Gopher State One Call)

3935 Highway 14 East, PO Box 339
Rochester, MN 55903-0339

Canisteo Substation Vandalized

$5,000 reward offered
On Friday, August 12, during a routine maintenance assignment 

line workers discovered  a transformer at the Canisteo 
substation had been vandalized by gunshot several times. Crews 
worked through the weekend to address the problem and power has 
been temporarily rerouted to ensure continued service to members.  
A professional hazardous waste disposal contractor is assisting with 
the cleanup. Damages are estimated to be in excess of $200,000.

The substation serves members in Ashland, Canisteo, Hayfield, Rock 
Dell, and Vernon townships.  No outages have been reported as a 
result of the damage. Power quality issues related to the vandalism 
are being addressed.

Anyone having information regarding the vandalism is encouraged 
to call the local law enforcement at 507-635-6200. A $5,000 
reward is being offered for anyone giving information that leads to 
the arrest and conviction of the person(s) involved in the incident.

Have a safe 
Labor Day 
Holiday!


